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A two day consultation seeking to develop a Harmonised Policy, Legislative and Regulatory 

Regime for Business Services in the OECS Economic Union wrapped up in Antigua today, with 

organizers hoping that monitoring and evaluation will lead to implementation, following the 

submission of a report. 

 

The stakeholder consultations examined several critical service areas to include the Blue 

Economy, Business Outsourcing Processing, Digital Health, Medical Tourism and Construction 

Related Services. 

 

The consultations were facilitated by the Ministry of Trade, the focal point in Antigua and 

Barbuda for services and conducted by the St. Lucia based OECS Commission.  

 

Stakeholders representing various service areas across the five sectors included the Marine 

Sector, Environment, the Department of Marine Services and Merchant Shipping, Legal Affairs 

and the Department of Labour, the Port Authority, the Chamber of Commerce, Antigua and 

Barbuda Investment Authority, Energy Department, Private Sector Business, and professionals 

such as engineers, contractors and plumbers. The discussions centered on  regulatory issues, need 

for digitilisation of key services for doing business and other issues which impact the various 

services sectors. 

 

Deloris Francis, Senior Technical Specialist within the Trade Policy Unit at the OECS 

Commission says the general thrust expressed by participants on the opening day while 

discussing the Blue Economy is the need for coordination and amalgamation of the different 

entities which fall under the Blue economy that can create greater spin off and economic 

diversification. The yatching sector was one such area cited which contributes significantly 

under the Blue economy and should be integrated for even greater impact to the country. 

 

Lead Consultant for the Leeward Islands leg of the consultation Tira Greene, shares similar 

sentiments of the need for coordination of the sector. She says this will however depend on the 

cooperation and mandate in the countries. According to Greene, Singapore is a good example for 

the OECS to  look at how they have set up their maritime sector. 

 



Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Trade, Ambassador Clarence Pilgrim delivered brief 

remarks at the opening in which he spoke to the significance of the consultations that will assist 

Antigua and Barbuda to strengthen its regulatory regime governing the services sector and its 

growth potential.  

 

The services sector he said “continues to be pivotal in the advancement of Antigua and 

Barbuda’s economic development. As an enabler of  economic growth, the Ministry of Trade 

values the impact of the services sector and is committed to the continued development of 

policies and programmes and regulations to build capacity, quality and competitiveness of the 

services environment for domestic, regional and international trade services. 

 


