Press Release

Trade Council Meeting

The National Trade Council held its second meeting on April 10t 2024.
Areas Discussed:

e Price Control Measures

e Environmental Protection and Management Act and Environmental
Management System

e Exportation of Fish and Fishing products to the European Union
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Address to second National Trade Council Meeting
By Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Trade, Ambassador Clarence
Pilgrim

Esteemed members of the National Trade Council,

It is with great pleasure that | welcome you to the second face-to-face meeting of
the National Trade Council. Today marks another pivotal moment as we come
together to deliberate on matters pertaining to trade, commerce, and industry
which are the backbone of our nation’s economic prosperity.

Our first meeting laid the foundation for fruitful discussions and collaborative
efforts aimed at addressing the challenges and opportunities facing our economy.
Today we have the opportunity to build upon that foundation and delve deeper
into key issues that require our attention and expertise.

Trade remains a cornerstone of our economic strategy, and in an increasingly
interconnected world, it is essential that we navigate global markets with skill and
foresight. From trade agreements to tariff policies, our decisions have far- reaching



implications for the competitiveness and resilience of our industries. By fostering
an environment that encourages fair and reciprocal trade, we can bolster the
growth of our businesses and enhance our nation’s stranding in the global market
place.

Similarly, within our domestic markets, the realm of commerce presents us with
opportunities to foster innovation, entrepreneurship and sustainable growth. As
we discuss topics such as market access, regulatory frameworks and digital
commerce, let us remain steadfast in our commitment to creating an environment
where businesses can thrive and consumers can benefit from a diverse array of
goods and services.

Furthermore, our industries play a vital role in driving economic progress and
fostering technological innovation. From manufacturing to infrastructure
development, our decisions today will shape the trajectory of our nation’s
industrial landscape for years to come. By investing in strategic sectors and
embracing technologies, we can position ourselves leaders in the global economy
while ensuring the prosperity and well-being of our citizens.

As we embark on today’s discussions, let us remain cognizant of the importance of
our deliberations. The outcomes of our meeting will be forwarded to the Cabinet
Ministerial committee on Trade, where they will inform the national decision
making process. Let us seize this opportunity to contribute positively to our nation’s
economic future and forge a path towards sustainable growth and prosperity for
all. Thank You.



